
 EAL Department - More Information  

 

Mid -Term Admissions  

EAL students who arrive mid-phase are prioritised for support.  Prior to their start date, 
staff are given a brief description of their background, including educational history (EAL 
Profile). 

The Behaviour for Learning Leader will have time to identify buddies to support and guide 
the student to ease transition.  Subject teachers will know when to expect the student in 
their class and be prepared.  

The EAL Coordinator meets the student and the family during Admission Interview, to do a 
broad assessment of student reading and writing in English and to gather information about 
the family background, and the student’s educational history. This helps with making a 
decision about which route students take when been placed into mainstream and also 
whether further testing needs to be carried out.  

Welcome Pack  

The Welcome Pack allows students who are new arrivals to be able to have an easy 

transition and induction into school life. Within the Welcome Pack the assessment in both 

English and home language (where possible) is carried out to determine the student’s 

ability and also what academic provision needs to be in place to fully support students 

through their academic journey whilst at Winterhill. A student profile is compiled with 

strategies for teaching staff on how best to support the student during teaching and 

learning. 

EAL Students who come from other schools are also effectively assessed on their skills and 
needs so that appropriate provision can be put in place throughout the school for those 
students. During this time, they will be taken on a tour of the school, given their computer 
log on information, and also be introduced to the school system for example- pay for food 
and drink. They will be taken to class and introduced to their buddies. Arrangements will be 
made for them to be met the next day on arrival at school.  

All staff monitor their settling in and alert the EAL Department of any concerns.  

All bilingual students are encouraged to use a bilingual dictionary and all staff are asked to 
ensure they use them in the classroom. 
 

 

 

 



Maths interventions 

This provision is in place with a number of identified students (in collaboration with the 

maths department) who are supported by further differentiating and defining the language 

of maths that is used in order for students to access the curriculum and make progress.  

Language development  

Where students have big gaps in English language acquisition and additional time is spent 

with the EAL Teacher to further enhance their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills 

in English. This is done with the collaboration of English department with a focus given on 

what they are currently studying in English to give students the confidence to do the work 

whilst in their English classes amongst their peers. 

 

GCSE in Home Languages 

Where possible we encourage and give our students to take GCSE’s in their home language.  

Our students have had great success across the years and have achieved A*/A in their GCSE 

which has included Russian, Polish, Arabic, French, German and Urdu. 

 

Other interventions include  

Y6 Transitions, regular home visits, parental engagement, in class support, oral and written 

translations, NEET specialist support for post 16, Interventions such as; behaviour 

management, self-esteem and confidence, social skills, homework club during lunch time. 

 

 

 


