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Where Are They Now? 

 

Name: Joseph Tomkins      

Year left Winterhill: 2010 

Currently: Studying Music Production at University 
 

What have you been up to since leaving Winterhill? 

I completed three A Levels as well as a BTEC in Music Production at Barnsley 

College before going to York St. John’s University to study a Music Production 

(BA) Degree. I’m about to graduate and then I plan to do a Master’s Degree 

alongside a PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate of Education), which is a teaching 

qualification.  

I am also employed as an O2 Guru (technical specialist) and as a voice over 

editor at Pitstop Productions and a freelance composer. 

Why did you choose to study this after leaving Winterhill? 

I love music and always have, and going to Barnsley College was one of the best 

decisions I’ve ever made. Tim Speight (the tutor) is a fantastic recording 

engineer and has worked with hundreds of artists, and every piece of advice he 

gives is gold. Thanks to his advice I went to York St. John University where I’ve 

been studying under Ben Burrows and Russ Hepworth-Sawyer who have worked 

in the music industry for years – they have lead me into my career as a 

freelance composer, and thanks to their backing, I’m gradually getting more 

work on game soundtracks and voice overs. 

What does your University course involve? 

Composition, recording, mixing and mastering of music as well as artist 

development, DAW (digital audio workstation) workshops and networking events 

to meet people currently working in the business. 
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What are your plans for the future? 

I plan on continuing to work freelance and working for O2 and Pitstop 

Productions until September 2018 when I will be moving to Japan for a year to 

study Japanese and network with game designers and developers, as well as 

other music students. I want to do this to create an international network to 

further my career as a composer. 

 

Any tips for current Winterhill students? 

Go to College, even if you don’t think you need to because ‘oh I have a job at a 

shop’ or ‘I’m going to work for my family business’. It’s better to pursue 

something you really love because you’ll enjoy your days much more. 

At University you’ll meet hundreds of new people and better yourself in more 

ways than just through study. There are amazing social events and opportunities 

you couldn’t imagine.  

 

 

 


