
Where Are They Now? 

 

Name: Billy Hinchliffe    

Year left Winterhill: 2014 

Currently: Completing Engineering Apprenticeship 
 

What have you been up to since leaving Winterhill?  

After I left Winterhill, I started a Manufacturing Engineering Apprenticeship 

at the AMRC Training Centre. The engineering company I am employed by make 

supports and structures for large buildings.  

 

What does your Apprenticeship involve?  

For the first nine months of the Apprenticeship I spent every day at the AMRC 

Training Centre learning how to use CNC machines and all aspects of grinding 

and fabrication. I now go to work every day but I still spend one day per week at 

the AMRC Training Centre.  

 

What hours do you work?  

I work 8:00am until 4:00pm Monday to Thursday and until 2.00pm on a Friday. 

  

What skills or qualities do you need?  

You need good hands-on skills and you need to be a practical learner. You need 

to be able to problem-solve because if a machine isn’t cutting correctly you need 

to be able to figure out what’s wrong. Communication is a big part of the job and 

you need to be able to help others.  

 

Likes/Dislikes about the job  

I like the fact that there is something different to do all the time. Now I am 

almost fully trained, I sometimes I find the job too easy.  

 

What are your plans for the future? 



I want to be challenged and once I have completed my Apprenticeship I plan to 

move to a bigger engineering company with more opportunities for progression. I 

want to get more qualifications and progress into professional-level engineering. 

 

Any tips for current Winterhill students?  

GCSEs are important but if you want a career in engineering, practical skills are 

just as important. 

 

If you don’t want classroom study, Apprenticeships are the way forward.  

 

There is lots of competition for places on Apprenticeships but keep applying for 

lots of opportunities and you’ll get one.  

 
 


