
Where Are They Now? 

 

Name: Paige-Louise Johnson    

Year left Winterhill: 2012  

Currently: Completing Engineering Apprenticeship 
 

What have you been up to since leaving Winterhill?  

After I left Winterhill, I enrolled at Sheffield City College on a Construction & 

The Built Environment (Civil Engineering) Level 3 Extended Diploma. I did this 

for a year before I realised it was not for me, as I did not like being on a 

computer all day and learning this way. I then applied for an Apprenticeship with 

BOC Gases to become a Mechanical Engineer.  

 

I am in the final year of the Apprenticeship and am currently going to an 

engineering college at Scunthorpe called HETA, studying Advanced Maths and 

Advanced Mechanical Principles.  

 

What does your Apprenticeship involve?  

For the first two years of my Apprenticeship I went to College a month at a 

time, four times a year. This required me to live away from home as the Colleges 

I went to were at Grimsby, Scunthorpe and Hull. When I wasn’t at College I was 

at work getting on-the-job training from a mentor. The job that I am training to 

do is part of a maintenance team, fixing any problems that may occur with 

mechanical equipment, mainly pumps and filling adaptors. I am now in the final 

year of the Apprenticeship and this involves being at work all the time and 

learning how to fix and solve problems, whilst also completing my National 

Vocational Qualification (NVQ).  

 

 

 



 

What hours do you work?  

I work a total of 37.5 hours a week Monday to Friday, starting at 8:00am and 

finishing at 4:00pm. I may work after 4:00pm if we have had a problem that we 

haven't been able to fix or for meetings and training courses.  

 

What skills or qualities do you need?  

For the Apprenticeship I had to have GCSE Maths, English and Science at grade 

C or above. I also had to have good listening and learning skills.  Communication 

skills are important as I have to speak to a lot of people whilst at work, from 

cylinder operatives right up to the head of the company.  

 

Likes/Dislikes about the job  

I like the fact that no day is ever the same; one day can be really quiet and the 

next can be non-stop. I like the amount and depth of training I am getting and 

all the opportunities I have been given to develop my knowledge and 

understanding of the different problems a mechanical engineer may face.   

 

I haven't yet come across any dislikes about the job.   

 

What are your plans for the future? 

I want to complete my Apprenticeship. I plan to start my Higher National 

Certificate (HNC) in September and want to move further up the company. 

 

Any tips for current Winterhill students?  

Explore all the options available to you after leaving school and don’t be 

influenced by what your friends are doing. 

 

Don’t be put off by going to a College that none of your friends are going to; it 

may seem daunting at first but there will be other people doing the same, and 

you will make friends very quickly.   

 

Never give up trying, even when things seem tough.   
 


