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At Winterhill, we are very proud of the strong partnerships between our school and the wider community, and at difficult times like
these, this really comes to the fore. Therefore, I would like to begin by thanking you for your support and assistance in what has been a
challenging time for us all. Of course, the government has announced that the lockdown we are all experiencing will now continue for
at least another three weeks. As a result, I would like to update you on the support we continue to offer to families during this
unprecedented time and some important updates regarding remote teaching and learning and keeping in touch.
As you will know, we have remained open to a small group of students whose parents are critical keyworkers, and in these demanding
times, we are extremely grateful for the services and care all critical key workers are providing in the fight of COVID-19, including our
own staff who continue to support our young people in school. However, for the majority of our students, they have continued their
learning at home through the Google Classrooms platform. It has been wonderful to see teachers sharing superb examples of our
students’ home learning via our social media. It’s clear the responsibly and resilience many of our students are showing in continuing their
studies at home, and I would like to thank them for their efforts. 
Within this update, you will find key information on continuing remote learning, keeping in touch, a request for your views on home
learning as well as vital support for wellbeing. Please look after each other and stay safe.                            S. Rhodes - Headteacher

As this is such a difficult time, we know that for many, there will be a
negative impact on wellbeing and mental health. As a school, we want
to continue supporting our students as much as we are able to.
Therefore, if you have any worries or would like any support, please
email: advice@winterhill.org.uk or alternatively, use the form option
on our website. 
Other helplines/website you might find useful during this time:  
• Anxiety UK: 0344 477 5774    • CALM: 080 58 58 58 
• Mind: 0300 123 3393             • Samaritans: 116 123 
• Childline: 0800 1111
• https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
• https://www.headspace.com/covid-19

SUPPORTING YOUR WELLBEING

In such uncertain times, it is vital that we keep in touch, and as a
school, we continue to send out communications and important
updates with you via our official Facebook page, Twitter
@winterhillsch and via the school website. 

We would also like to hear parental views on your experience with
remote learning. On our website you will find some questions to
consider, and we would appreciate your feedback on these to the
following email address: parentalfeedback@winterhill.org.uk

Likewise, we would also like to hear our students’ views on their
experience of remote learning via a survey which will be sent to
their school email address. Please check your school email over the
next few days to send us your feedback. 

Keeping in touch: STUDENT/PARENT SURVEY

We have worked extremely hard to ensure our students have a
comprehensive package of remote learning via Google Classroom.
Over the last few weeks, we have seen our students showing a great
deal of responsibility accessing their ‘virtual’ classrooms and receiving
feedback from their teachers, and as we move into the Summer term,
teachers continue to set work for all students. Y7 and Y8 are expected
to submit work to their teachers for feedback every two weeks, (of
course earlier if they wish); and Y9 and Y10 every week. Students
should also continue to return their work via Google Classroom, by the
due date set by their teachers. Teachers will continue to give feedback
to students allowing them to ‘level-up’ their targets. Parents will be
contacted where deadlines are missed to ensure the progress of
students is not affected during school closure. However, to support
parents and students as we continue to stay at home, we have provided
some further support and guidance to successfully continue home
learning routines. This guidance can be found on our website via the
‘Remote Learning’ page and also our social media pages.
We are also very proud that, even in these uncertain times, our students
continue to produce excellent work, upholding our school values of
respect, resilience and responsibility. Therefore, our teachers continue
to award achievement points and nominate students for subject
champion awards. Please check our social media pages to see the
superb work produced and our fantastic subject champion winners! A
reminder that all guidance for accessing and submitting work can be
found on our website. 

REMOTE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS
and RECEIVING TEACHER FEEDBACK

Due to the school closure, all scheduled parents’ evenings are
cancelled.
As ever, we want to keep you updated on your child’s achievements
throughout this academic year, therefore, you will be receiving a tutor
report outlining your child’s attainment and progress to date in the
coming weeks. 

PARENTS’ EVENING and STUDENT REPORTS

If you would like to contact me, please email Julie Parkin
jparkin@winterhill.org.uk - Headteachers’ PA.

Thank you for your continued support S Rhodes - Headteacher

Whilst there are huge benefits to being online in order to stay
connected, the government has released new guidance to support
parents with online safety and resources to help keep children 
safe online. 
Please go to: www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe online for
more information.

ONLINE SAFETY

The government has recently announced that every child eligible for
benefits-related free school meals (who are not attending school),
will be eligible to receive a food voucher. Therefore, if your child is
eligible for free school meals, you can access an online portal, using
the email link sent to you via the email address you provided school
(please also check spam & junk folders). This has been setup in
partnership with the Department for Education and Edenred UK for
schools to quickly and easily distribute the food vouchers.

You will not be asked to pay for these vouchers and each voucher
will be distributed weekly, but they cannot be backdated if
unclaimed. To update your email address, if you haven't already,
please email: update@winterhill.org.uk.

You can find more information about claiming your voucher or if you
have had any issues with claiming, by following this link:
https://www.edenred.co.uk/reward-recipients/Free-School-Meal-
Vouchers/

UPDATE on FREE SCHOOL MEAL
ARRANGEMENTS


