
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

July 2020: Winterhill School reopening for all students in September  

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As we continue to welcome some normality back into our community, I hope that you and your families 

are keeping safe and well, and I would like to thank you all for your continued support during what has 

been a challenging time for us all.  

 

Last week the government announced that ‘the prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased, 

and therefore, all pupils in all year groups, are required to return to school full-time from the 

beginning of the autumn term’ - with the usual rules on school attendance effective from this point.  

 

As you will be aware, Winterhill School has remained open to some students since 20th March as 

well as welcoming our Year 10 students back in June. In both instances, careful planning and measures 

have been put in place to ensure the safety of students and staff upon their return. As we now prepare 

for a wider school opening, further public health advice and guidance has been provided by the DFE. 

This guidance outlines the measures to be put in place to ensure a safer environment for a full return of 

all students and staff as of September.  

 

Below, I have included some of the steps we are taking with the primary concern of keeping everyone 

safe. You can also access a full risk assessment via the school website.  

 

• A requirement that students and staff who are ill stay at home 

• Keeping children in year group sized ‘bubbles’ and minimising opportunities for mixing 

• Robust hand and respiratory hygiene: promoting ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

• Enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces and equipment 

• Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

• Formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in 

school wherever possible, and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably 

practicable. 

• Consideration of classroom layout and social distancing during corridor movement, break 

and lunchtime. 

• Protective measures on school transportation  

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to implement these precautions and systems, students, who as of September will be in Y11, are 

required to return to school on Friday 4th September. Students in Y8, 9 and 10, as of September, will be 

required to return to school on Monday 7th September. Students in our new Y7, will receive a separate 

letter detailing their start at Winterhill School on Thursday 3rd September, at 8:45am. All students are to 

attend school in full school uniform with appropriate equipment.  

In order to minimise opportunities for mixing, as per the government guidance, students will have their 

own entrance and exit points within their year group ‘bubbles’, which will be visibly signposted. For 

their first return day, students will also have a staggered start time. After their first day of return, 

students are to continue to use the same entrance every day, however, they must arrive at the usual 

time of 8:45am. Please see details of this below: 

 

* start time 8:45am as of Tuesday 8th September. 

 

Undoubtedly, there may be some anxieties regarding the return to school, and likewise, I know that 

many of our students are excited to return to their education. However, please be assured that our 

students, and the wider community, have been and will continue to be, at the centre of all decisions we 

have made, and we are continuing to work hard to ensure all our students have full access to the 

education they deserve.  

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back to Winterhill, and although things 

will be slightly different, our values and ethos remains the same, ‘everyone succeeds’.  

 

I will be writing to you again, closer to the reopening of school in September, via our School Newsletter. 

Here I will outline further details you will need to know before students return.  

 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  

Mr Rhodes  

Headteacher  

Year Group Designated School Entrance Return Day Start Time 

Year 8 School gates at the bottom of Little Common Lane. 9:45am, Mon 7th Sept* 

Year 9 Student Reception  9:15am, Mon 7th Sept* 

Year 10 School gates on High Street (across from the zebra 

crossing) 

8:45am, Mon 7th Sept* 

Year 11 Student Reception 8:45am, Friday 4th Sept 


